Rhode Island College

Digital Commons @ RIC
AS220 Digital Archive

8-8-2003

True Politics Is the Art of the Impossible: Reading
List 2003
Creative Resistance

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.ric.edu/as220_root
Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons
Recommended Citation
Creative Resistance, "True Politics Is the Art of the Impossible: Reading List 2003" (2003). AS220 Digital Archive. 1621.
https://digitalcommons.ric.edu/as220_root/1621

This is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ RIC. It has been accepted for inclusion in AS220 Digital Archive by an
authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ RIC. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@ric.edu.

•

True Politics is the Art of the Impossible

•

Reading List 2003

The Right to be Lazy
Paul Lafargue

Some Recent Attacks:
Essays Political and Cultural

Manifestos: A Century of Isms
edited by Mary Ann Caws

James l<elman

Theory of the Four Movements

Imprint Writings

Charles Fourier

Jorge Sanjines and the Ukamau Group

Harun Fa rocki

Seize the Time

The Spell of the Sensuous

Art and Fear

Bobby Seale

David Abram

Paul Virilio

Hand-Held Visions:
The Uses of Community
Media

Experimental Nations, or
The Invention of the Maghreb

Which Side Are You On?
Trying to be for Labor
When It's Flat on It's Back

Reda Bensmaia.

Thomas Geoghegan

Theory and Practice
of a Cinema with the People

DeeDee Halleck

Paris Hollywood

Revolt She Said

The Trajectory of Change:
Activist Strategies for
Social Transformation.

Peter Wollen

Julia l<risteva.

Thinking Past Terror: Islam
and Critical Theory on the Left

Between Hell and Reason:
Essays from the Resistance
Newspaper Combat

Michael Albert

The Cinema of l<en Loach:
Art in the Service of the
People

Susan Buck-Morss

The Bodies That Were
Not Ours and Other Writings

Albert Camus

A Pen Warmed-Up in Hell

Coco Fusco

Mark Twain

Positions in the Life World:
Writings by and about
Martha Rosier

Spaces of Capital:
Towards a Critical Geography

On Belief

The Gift

S lavoj Zizek

Marcel Mauss

Jacob Leigh

Regarding the Pain of Others
Susan Sontag

Long Walk to Freedom
Nelson Mandela

Situationist International
Anthology

David Harvey

Carrying the Darkness

Limited Views

edited by Bill Ehrhart

Quian Zhongshu

Ways of Seeing

The Essential Gesture:
Writing, Politics, Places

edited by Ken Knabb

Assault on Culture

John Berger

Stewart Home

Taz
Hakim Bey

Escape from the 19th
Century
Pete r Lam born Wilson

Wanderlust:
A History of Wa lking
Rebecca Solnit

Free as in Freedom :
Richard Stallman's Crusade
for Free Software

Nadine Gordimer

Teach Us
to Outgrow Our Madness
Kenzaburo Oe

August 8 - 31, 2003
"Summer Camp" is a group of artists, thinkers, activists,
citizens and friends who w ish to celebrate and strengthen,
through performance and art music, discussions and
theater, the momentum of the anti-war movement.
"Summer Camp" is a gathering of cultural, social, and
artistic communities seeking to expand our networks,
challenge the dominant assumptions, strengthen our
activities, and work towards defending our rights.

The Art of Eating
M . F. K Fisher

Cities of Salt Trilogy

Sam Williams

The Black Jacobins

Abdelrahman Munif.

The Golden Age is in Us

Clr James

Terror in the Mind of God

Alexander Cockburn

The Religion of Technology

Mar k Juergensmeye r

The Thirty Year's War

David Noble

On Violence

Andrew Kopkind

Hanna h Arendt

Creative Resistance Summer Camp

Letters from Prison
The Marquis De Sade

www.creati veresistance.us

August 8-11
Art in Public Space Workshops

August 12-17
Guerrilla Theater Workshops

I More

August 8th I ABC No Rio

August lOth

Noon-6prn stencil presentation and workshop by
Josh MacPhee

Radical art tour of public gardens from the Lower
East Side to Da Bronx, hosted by Aresh of More
Gardens

Gardens

August 12th

I ABC

No Rio

7prn-9prn presentation by Surveillance Camera
Pl ayers

Josh MacPhee is a Chicago-based artist and activist.
For the past decade Josh has focused on reaching
broad audiences through many forms of street art, including spray paint stencils and wheat pasted posters.
He has also been extremely interested in documenting
all forms of public expression by others, from traditional graffiti to altered stop signs to marker scrawls
on corporate advertisements. With this documentation Josh put together small and inexpensive artist
books/zines and is currently working on a book about
spray paint stencils called Stencil Pirates that will
be published in March 2004 on Soft Skull Press.

We'll start at the 6 and B garden at Avenue B between 5th and 6th street directions: F train to 2nd
Avenue then go East to Ave B then North to the
garden. Start at the 6 and B garden with its crazy
toy sculpture rising into the sky, then Esperanza E 7th street between b &c Garden whose seeds of
hope were scattered all over the earth on Feb. 15th
2000 by short sighted developers.

Noon- 6prn Design creation for printmaking workshop provided by ABC No Rio

El Jardin Paraiso: Exemp lary garden from permanence
to future visions of water and sun sustainability

8-lOprn Pink Bloque UnJustified Tour 2003 : End
the Occupation at Horne and Abroad! Workshop:
Kick, Ba ll, Change the World

LES Park Garden: where the youth work magic

August 13th

La Plaza Cultural: fighting all the way for the earth

6prn-8prn presentation with WW3 Arts in Action :
Seth Tobarnan and Christopher Cardinale

Our dance workshop is fully interactive; the Pink Bloque
brings new moves to the movement. In l<ick, Ball,
Change the World we discuss dance as an effective
protest tactic for creating a spectacle. Also addressed
is the importance of using pop culture as a tool to
reach audiences unfamiliar with activism. This workshop is geared towards audiences interested in creating a new look for protest culture in their region. We
will be spend time in the indoor space dancing and
dialoguing, and one hour will be spent on the streets
bringing radical dance moves to your community.
The Pink Bloque is a Chicago-based radical feminist
dance troupe dedicated to challenging the white supremacist, capitalist, patriarchy one street dance party
at a time. The Pink Bloque is multi -issue group, but
this summer our focus will be on ending occupation
at home (meaning government enc roachment on civil
libertie s and corporate control of public and private
spheres) and abroad (the US occupation of Iraq, and
US Imperialism throughout the world). ABC No Rio
will be the last stop on our tour.

August 9th

I ABC

No Rio

Noon-6prn screenprinting workshop
ABC No Rio printmaking collective guides individuals
coming into printmaking wi th any amount of experience
in poster and t-shirt creation. Participan t s interested
in the printmaking workshop should have experience in
drawing or design .
designs ready to trar

ou ld preferab ly come with
nd burn (limited space availl.

Founded in New York in November 1996, the
Surveillance Camera Players (SCPl manifest t heir
opposition to the use of surveillance cameras in public places by performing specially designed satirical
plays directly in front of these cameras. Since
Thanksgiving 2000, the SCP has also been mapping
out and giving weekly walking tours of highly surveilled neighborhoods in New York City. There are
now SCP groups in Arizona, Italy, Lithuania and
Sweden. Bill Brown, the SCP's co-founder and current director, will show videotapes and talk about
the group's performances, history and relationship to
other "street theater" groups.

10arn-12prn Lower East Side Tou r
12.30prn leave to the Bronx from the 2nd Ave F train

Peach Tree: Proactive group preserve their garden
and keep helping others

8prn-10prn performance by the Missle Di ck Chicks
The Missile Dick Chicks are a posse of pissed -off
housewives from Crawford, Texas, the home of our
beloved President George Walker Bush . Usually we
prefer to leave the talking to our husbands, but
recent events have conspired to drag us away from
our martini s and over-the-counter pharmaceuticals
and into the streets.

always call917 5 18 9987 if lost

I ABC

No Rio

In 2002 Artists from the magazine World War 3
illustrated and others formed an arts collective for
the purpose of providing visuals to the peace
protests here in New York. This slide show documents that work. Followed by the slide show will be
a break-off group which wi ll focus on idea development for the WW3 banner and street art workshop
on August 15th.

By 12 we'll head over to the Bronx for Lunch either
by bikes or train so bring your bikes. Those who would
like to participate in an amazing afternoon of celebration, garden visits, food, and garden projects can
come on up by subway or bicycle to meet the Super
BUG, or the South Bronx United Gardens. The South
Bronx show an intense result of intentional neglect
by the people representing us and the dirty angels
who took care of the needs of their community. Directions The Courtlandt Garden on E. 158th St
between Melrose and Courtlandt take 2/5 to 149th
and 3rd Ave, walk up Melrose or the D/4 to Yankee
Stadium stop, 161st St ... walk east on 161st till
courtland then south

August 11th

I ABC

The dim-witted ramblings and demonstrations of the
anti -authoritarian rabble that have infected our
country of late make our blood boil. The sight of
these smelly, smarmy marchers smirkingly besmirching our smiling President is too much to bear. The
biggest questions these riff-raff face day-to-day are
which Starbucks to vandalize and where to score
their next bong hit. And these ne'er-do-wells dare to
second guess our Commander-in-Chief? Fo r sh ame!

No Rio

8-lOprn presentation with Paul Chan
Paul Chan discusses the poster campaign he launched after returning from Iraq as part of the Iraq Peace
Team . Paul Chan is a 2003 Rockefeller Foundation
new media arts fellow. Chan's video work is distributed by Video Data Bank (www.vdb.orgl. His new
media work can be seen at National Phil istine
(www.nationalphi Iisti ne.coml.

•

August 14th

I ABC

No Rio

7 -9prn presentation on More Gardens Th eater and
Puppetry Actions: Lisa and Aresh of More Gardens
The community gardens sprouted up in New York City's
working class neighborhoods, mostly resided by people of co lor. The community gardens are a testimony
to a day by day revolution started by placing seeds
of hope in deliberately neglected neighborhoods. The
amazing transformation from toxic earth to a green
oasis. The slide show hints on proactive approaches
put to play in the last 5 years to defend, preserve,
and create more of this ftourishing revolution.

August 15th

I ABC

No Rio

Noon-? Construction of banners and props for WW3
street actions guided by Seth Tobacrnan and
Christopher Cardinale.
7prn -9prn Slide lecture with Seth Tobacrnan: 3 tactics from Fransisco Goya
This slide lecture deals with 3 aproaches to political
art found in the work of the great spanish painter
Goya and still used by cartoonists artists and
activists today... 1) Detournment 2) Magical
Animals 3) Social Realism
Seth Tobocman became politically active in the late
1970s early 1980s in response to the Iran Hostage
crisis and the rise of Ronald Reagan . He has been
drawing comics all his life . In 1979 he founded the
radica l comicbook World War 3 illustrated with
Peter l<uper. In the 1980s and 90s he was involved
with the squatters movement in New York. Today he
works with the anti-war movement, the anti global ization movement and with activists in Palestine and
Israel. He has 3 books in Print :You Don't Have To Fuck
People Over To Survive, War in the Neighborhood,
and Portraits of Israelis and Palestinians. His cartoons have been used as posters, ftyers, banners, murals
and tattoos by radical folks all over the world.

August 17th

I ABC

No Rio

2:00-3 :30prn The Surveillance Camera Players
SCP will be giving Surveillance Camera Outdoor
Walking Tours of heavily surveilled neighborhoods in
Manhattan, New York City. Each SCOWT will
include a general introduction to the emerging surveillance society as well as a choice selection of
video cameras that survei II pub I ic space. Each tour
lasts about 1.5 hours and is undertaken rain or
shine. This particular tour wi ll be of the Fashion
District. We will meet on the northwest corner of
9th Avenue and 34th Street. 2 m sharp.

August 17-23 •
Media Activis

August 17

I Blue

August 19

rkshops +Panels

Stocl<ings

8pm- 10pm Best of TLVSN , hosted by Joe Proulx
and Ringo.
The revolution is now televised w ith an odd of assortment of creative resistance videos, music, art, politics, and satire. The show TLVSN is an independent
broadcast meme which features half hour long programs of freeform and tactical televisual experiments every week in Chicago on local cable channel
19. It is our first foray into subverting the cultural
and political somnambulism of corporate television .
sort of. It is our general mission to expose the conditions that foster the inequities and injustice in our
culture and society while also sharing the emerging
genius from the margins. TLVSN seeks to expose
viewers to an alternative network of information and
entertainment to provide more cultural and political
diversity on the cablewaves. We challenge the assumptions made by those in power by participating in the
sharing of alternative viewpoints, cultural forms,
revolution. www.lumpen. com/ television

August 18

I Blue

Stocl<ings

8pm-10pm Ta rikh of NYC IMC Jeremy Scahill tactical media presentation
New York City artist and activist Tarikh l<orula joins
members of the New York city Independent Media
Center's Sound Crew to teach a workshop in portable sound recording, editing and publishing techniques. Workshop will cover basic recording techniques and concepts as well as covering software
and equipment choices for artists and activists.

I Blue

Stocl<ings

8pm-10pm Best Of Paper Tiger TV: Jen Nedbalsky,
Jamie McClelland
Paper Tiger Television (PTTVl is an open, non-profit,
volunteer video collective. Through the production and
distribution of our public access se r ies, media literacy
video production workshops, community screenings
and grassroots advocacy PTTV works to challenge and
expose the corporate control of mainstream media.
PTTV believes that increasing public awareness of
the negative influence of mass media and involving
people in the process of making media is mandatory
for our long term goal of information equity.

August 21

I Blue Stocl<ings

8pm-10pm Audio documentary listening party,
hosted and curated by Jeremy Scahill of Democracy
Now! and others.
Presenters choose clips of selected audio documentaries from their own I ibrary for a relaxed even ing
of radio story telling and information sharing.

August 22

I Blue

Stocl<ings

8pm-10pm Bridging Communities through Film,
hosted by Denisse of Paper Tiger
how to bridge communities through media? we have
no absolute answer. this is a conversation about paper
tiger's interest in using media for communities to
begin or continue a dialogue around issues that may
directly affect them. we bring our media roots to the
community grass in an effort of plain grassroots distribution. usual ly done in community spaces such as
parks and gardens, groups that partner with paper
tiger decide how media may have an impact in their
organizing and/or community building efforts. some
of the screenings will focus on bt·inging intergenerational, multi racial or multi-issue folks. paper tiger
facilitates a fully participatory discussion to spark
up some potential collective strtategies.

August 23

I Blue Stocl<ings

8pm-10pm Challenging Domi nant Assumptions
panel, including Lumpen Magazine,
Clamor Magazine, the Nation, NYC IMC
What is the role of independent media in the age of
reality tv, an increasingly corporatised life and the
emergence of the New Politics. A multiplicity of strategies will be discussed emphasing success and fa i lures with expanding the independent media virus.
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August 27-31
Tactical-Technical Activism
This schedule is subject to grow as time goes on.
Please continue to visit creativeresistance .us
for regular updates.

August 27th

I Umbrella Haus

12-6pm The Toyshop co llective
Joining the "Summer Camp" for one day is the
toyshop collective. they will be faciliating a very
hands on workshop durring the tactical technical
week, be sure to attend this highly anticipated but
not so tec hnical workshop.
indivisible cities is a visual and cultural exchange
focusing on artistic interventions in the urban landscape. creating itself out of the margins of our cities
is a community of people, more precisely it is a community of actions, a floating world of ephemera and
physical markings made by people who have decided
to become active citizens in creating their visual
landscape. every time someone appropriates a billboard for his or her own needs, scrawls their alias
across a highway overpass, or uses city walls as a
sounding board for their thoughts and images- for
messages that need realization, they are participating in this community. they are circumscribing a link
to every other person who believes that the vitality
of our public spaces is directly related to the public
partic ipating in the incessant creation and re-creation of those spaces.

August 28th

I More

Gardens

8pm-10pm presentation by The Save Ame rica
Foundation
The Save America Foundation will be presenting
work as well as un veil ing their new online application Adopt An American . www.saveamerica.nl

August 30th

I More

•

Gardens

5-Spm Tactical Media Workshop: Nathan Hactivist
of CDL
Nathan Martin is an artist/activist/technologist representing the Carbon Defense League <CDU collective and the Hactivist.com Tactical Media Network.
Nathan will be presenting an overview of tactical
media and experimental practices performed by the
CDL in the past six years as well as leading hands
on skillsharing workshops. Topics of discussion will
be current intellectual property right laws and satire
as political tactic. Two recent projects, re-code.com
and flashpoint, will be presented and workshopped.
Other workshops that might include electronics,
computing, or fingerprint manipulation are being
developed for this event. www.hactivist.com

August 30th

I More

Gardens

5-6pm Emergency Medical Workshop

August 31th 1 More Gardens
5-Spm Tactical Media Workshop: Nathan Hactivist
of CDL
Nathan Martin is an artist/activist/technologist representing the Carbon Defense League <CD U collective and the Hactivist.com Tactical Media Network.
Nathan will be presenting an overview of tactical
media and exper imental practices performed by the
CDL in the past six years as wel l as leading hands
on skillsharing workshops. Topics of discussion will
be current intellectual property right laws and satire
as political tactic. Two recent projects, re-code.com
and flashpoint, will be presented and workshopped.
Other workshops that might include electronics,
computing, or fingerprint manipulation are being
developed for this event. www.hactivist.com

August 31st

I More

Gardens

5-6pm Evening discussion with Dakota Brown

August 29th 1 More Gardens
5-6pm Basic Legal Workshop

Moving forward from the assumption that graphic designers should and can avoid working for the bad guys,
the discussion will center on how their grasp of diverse
media might move beyond the role of "branding
consultant to the revolution" and into a more complex position at the intersection of art and politics.

Goal
Summer Camp is a five-week series of skill shares in arts and activism. We will practice direct action and civil disobedience, as well
as encouraging dialogue about emerging tactics, examining the
effectiveness of new forms of creative resistance while putting our
art into action. Hands-on workshops in areas of Art in Public Space,
Guerrilla Theater, Tactical Media, and Technical Interference will
allow participants to create materials for direct action and will provide a venue for discussing the further intervention of non-violence.
As w e move into a new era of direct action it is important to understand the tradition it arose from. We will learn about the history of
creative resistance as well as the history of more traditional forms
of non-violent civil disobedience. We will study emerging forms of
activism, challenge dominant assumptions, and create an intergenerational dialogue with the goal of being most effective in whatever form of resistance we choose.
The Republican National Convention will be in NYC later this year.
We hope to create a venue for activists and artists to network their
already existing communities and ready themselves. Summer Camp
will create media to counter the massive propaganda campaigns
being waged by the US government and the corporate media, and
expose the truth about the occupation of Iraq.

Guidelines
Summer Camp is an effort to re-fuel the creative
resistance of the anti-occupation movement in NYC
and in your own cities. We will work together to create structure for effective civil disobedience that will
focus on corporations that profit from militarism,
an d mil itary recruitment offices. We will practice
non-vio lence in our actions. We will respect one
ano th er regardless of sex, race, re ligious be lief ,and
sexual orien tation . Because we are holding these
worksho ps in public buildings and gardens we insist
part icipants are respectful of the spaces we occupy.

•

•

Venues

All of our ven ues are located on the Lower East Side of Manhattan and the Bronx,
in NYC. These are b ook stores, learning centers, collective and public spaces and
g arden s. This is n ot a "camp" lik e setting. A brief d escription of these spaces is below.

Bluestockings
172 Allen Street New York

More Gardens
Coalition Badil lo Rose Garden
163 and Melrose Bronx

ABC No Rio
15 6 Rivington St reet
<between Clinton & Su f folk)

Bluestockings is an independent
bookstore, cafe, and activist
resource center, located in t he
Lower East Side of Manhattan.
Through words, art, food,
activism, education, and community, we st rive to cre ate a space
that welcomes and empowe rs al l
people. We acti vely su pport movements t hat challenge hie rarchy
and all systems of oppression,
including but not limited to patriarchy, het erosexism, the gender
binary, white supremacy and classism, within society as well as our
own movements. We seek to make
our space and resources available
to such movements for meetings,
events, and research. Addi ti onal ly,
we offer educational programm ing
that promotes centered, strat egic,
and visionary thinking, towards
the realization of a society that is
infinitely creative, truly democratic, equitable, ecological, and free.

The More Gardens! Coa lit ion is a
group of communi ty people, gardeners, and environm ental an d
social ju stice activist s who promote t he development an d preservati on of comm unity gardens and
open sp ace j usti ce. M ore Gardens!
Coa liti on is bu ild in g a netwo r k of
indivi duals and gro ups comm itted
t o cul t ivatin g fallow land in add iti on to rev itali zing and enhancing
existin g community gardens. We
recog nize the need to organi ze in
a proactive manner in order to
build an end uring in f rastruc t ure
that will provide direction an d
support f or t hose engaged in t he
str uggle f or a greene r, en vi ro nmenta lly just New York City. By
using f undamental democratic
t ools suc h as communi ty garde nsponsored voter reg istratio n drives,
leg islat ive strateg ies, judicial ac tions, and Direct Action!, we shal l
reclaim our local government and
eventually affect its highest leve ls.

A BC No Rio is a community center
for art and act ivism. Our gallery
and performance space was foun ded by arti sts committed t o poli t ical and so cial engagement an d we
reta in these values t o t he present.
We seek t o faci litate cross-polli natio n between artists an d ac ti vist s.
AB C No Ri o is a place where pe ople share resources and ideas to
impact soc iet y, culture, and com munity. We believe that art an d
activism should be for everyon e,
not just the professionals, experts,
and cog noscen t i. Our pu bliclyacce ssi bl e facilities inclu de a silk sc reen printshop, a darkroom, a
computer cente r, an d a zine library.
We also provid e worki ng sp ace to
the New Yo r k City chapters of Food
Not Bombs and Books Th ro ugh
Bars. Finally, we also provide t rai ning in new media techno log ies to
local activ ists, and offe r arts educatio n classes in photog raphy and
drawing to neig hborhoo d youth.

Cost
If at any point during the festival the group feels
any participant is not being respectful of this request
and/ or any participants are not acting in accordance
to the principles of non-violence, they will be asked
to leave the group. This does not mean that dialogue
will not be encouraged. With new forms of resistance come new rules. We must learn to understand
non-violence in the context of these new forms of
resistance, and discussions to understand what t his
means will be encouraged through out the program.

Because VitW and CRR operate on a small to nonexistent budget, and because of the length of this
campaign, we are asking participants to pay an
early registration fee of $20 per workshop theme. If
you chose not to register in advance, we will be asking for a door charge of $ 2- $5 per workshop. All of
the money will help to compensate ABC No Rio and
Blue Stockings for allowing us to use thei r spac e.

Early registration is recommended as there is limited space available* in most workshops. It is also
recommended participants choose one or two of the
themes that most interest them to attend, rather
than trying t o attend the entire fest ival.

